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Monday, December 10 2018
Lunchbag Cleaning/Sorting

12:00 PM (EST)

Ziklag Men Fellowship
7:00 PM (EST)

Monday, December 17 2018
Lunchbag Cleaning/Sorting

12:00 PM (EST)

Monday, December 24 2018
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

5:00 PM (EST)

Monday, December 31 2018
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED - NEW YEARS EVE

All Day

MONDAYS

Thursday, December 13 2018
Christian Help Food / Toy Drive

4:30 PM (EST)

THURSDAYS

Wednesday, December 25, 2018 - Tuesday, January 1, 2019
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED for CHRISTMAS BREAK

NOTE:

Tuesday, December 11 2018
Pastor Kevin's ONLINE Bible Study

Tuesday, December 18 2018
Pastor Kevin's ONLINE Bible Study

Tuesday, December 25 2018
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

CHRISTMAS DAY

Tuesday, January 1 2019
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

NEW YEAR’S DAY

TUESDAYS

Wednesday, December 12 2018
SOURCE Lunchbag Packing & Delivery

9:00 AM (EST)

Prayer Team Meeting
6:00 PM (EST)

Wednesday, December 19 2018
Double Packing Day

SOURCE Lunchbag Packing & Delivery
9:00 AM (EST)

WEDNESDAYS

Sunday, December 16 2018
Sunday Morning Worship Services

9:00 AM & 10:45 AM (EST)

Sunday, December 23 2018
Sunday Morning Worship Services

9:00 AM & 10:45 AM (EST)

Kingdom Worship Christmas Concert
6:00 PM (EST)

Sunday, December 30 2018
Sunday Morning Worship Services

9:00 AM & 10:45 AM (EST)

SUNDAYS

Saturday, December 15 2018
Adult Circle of Friends

11:30 AM (EST)

SATURDAYS

calendarAdvent



. . . to the 2018 Advent Edition of Kingdom’s 540 Magazine. This issue is
dedicated to the notion of hope as exemplified in the message of
Christmas. In this issue you will find the:

.. . . From the Pulpit section which features my article entitled
Hope in Darkness.

. . . From the Desk section which features an article written by Jim Yohn
entitled Christmas From A Philippians 3:10 Perspective.

. . . From the Corner section which features an article written by Pastor
Daniel entitled The Next Big Thing.

Hope is reliance on something or someone not currently present.
Faith is the degree of confidence related to our hope. Hope flows from
our spiritual DNA. It is an innate awareness, a secret knowledge that God
lives and has not abandoned us. Hope is the certainty that Good will
triumph and in that triumph we will be blessed. As you read, may your
hope become bigger and bolder.

Look to the East,

Kevin Cain
Senior Pastor
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“But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier
times He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with
contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea,
on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. The people who
walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land,
the light will shine on them…For a child will be born to us, a son will
be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His
name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father,
Prince of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of His
government or of peace, on the throne of David and over His kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from
then on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
accomplish this.” (Isaiah 9:1,2, 6, 7 NASB)



We are living in a very dark world. God uses the tools of both light and darkness to declare and
reveal His glory, but everyone among us conveniently understand the images of light as good and darkness
as bad. In our schools and houses of worship there is gun violence. There is little statesmanship and
political dialogue. Instead we have an appetite for partisanship and majority, so that minorities can be
relegated to subjection. Our language and actions towards one another has little to do with selfless
communion, and everything to do with selfish individualism. Those living in darkness need a great light.

Even when she was surrendered to Light, Israel has always known this darkness. It is no wonder
God spoke through Isaiah concerning the coming Messiah, saying, “The people who walk in darkness will
see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the light will shine on them.” (Isaiah 9:2 NASB) Possibly or
probably, the prophet Daniel shared this prophecy with his Babylonian cohorts, and so generation upon
generation looked to the sky to see the hope of God’s great light. After hundreds of years, the Eastern magi
saw the prophesied star and headed towards Jerusalem, where, upon their arrival said, “Where is He who
has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the East and have come to worship Him.” (Matthew
2:2 NASB) Later, Jesus would grown to manhood and settle in Capernaum, the region of Zebulun and
Naphtali, thus fulfilling the prophecy.

in the
fromthepulpit
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...........
Even though God created a perfect,

everlasting creation, He knew what was initially
very good would choose to become dust once
again. When humanity chose dust over the divine,
God began to use all of His invisible attributes
painted upon creation to once again turn the
hearts of His creation back to the hope of Light.

The tool of light has always been used to bring the hope of illumination
to darkness. God has used the stars to declare hope. The Light of the world
came to declare hope. We are now God’s light to bring hope to those walking
in darkness.

From the fourth day of creation, God has been putting light all around
us, so that we would turn towards Him. The Scriptures declare:

Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate
the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days
and years; and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light
on the earth”; and it was so. God made the two great lights, the greater light
to govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars
also. God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the
earth, and to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the
darkness; and God saw that it was good. (Genesis 1:14-18 NASB)

fromthepulpit

Hundreds of years after God made His covenant with Abraham and all
the nations who are blessed through him, God stood between Egypt and Israel
at the shores of the Red Sea. Egypt had destruction on their minds, while
Moses and the Israelites were looking for deliverance. Before He used the Red
Sea itself, God first wielded light to bring freedom to His children. In Exodus
14:19, 20, Moses chronicles the victory, saying, “The angel of God, who had
been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the
pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them. So it came
between the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel; and there was the cloud
along with the darkness, yet it gave light at night. Thus the one did not come
near the other all night.” (Exodus 14:19, 20 NASB) Egypt is engulfed in a
darkness even their torches couldn’t overcome. Israel, though, crossed on dry
land at midnight as though it were noonday.

When Abraham rejected God’s claim of
being Abraham’s shield and exceedingly great
reward, God took Abraham for a walk outside of
the old nomad’s tent. God said to this one of His
earliest monotheistic sons, “Now look to the
heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to
count them…So shall your descendants be.”
(Genesis 15:5 NASB) Abraham’s heart, in that
very moment, moved from the darkness of
unbelief to the light of belief, and God reckoned
Abraham’s faithful move as righteousness.



Before the Light ascended, He
said to His disciples, “It is not for you to
know times or epochs which the Father
has fixed by His own authority; but you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you; and you shall be
My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and even to
the remotest part of the earth.” (Acts
1:7, 8 NASB)

Within overwhelming darkness, the one who looks towards God will always find overcoming light.
David declares, “If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, and the light around me will be night, even
the darkness is not dark to You, and the night is as bright as the day.’” (Psalm 139:11, 12 NASB) Those living
in darkness who stare into the darkness with hope will always see a great light.

As we walk through Advent, it is the Incarnation we celebrate. God, the Son descended, took on
flesh, and became Immanuel, God with us. This dark world was illuminated as the glory of God was palled
by the skin of an Infant. Mary’s Child grew until the Messianic Rabbi declared His Savior-ship, saying, “I am
the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the Light of life.” (John 8:12
NASB) The Light allowed Himself to be extinguished. Yet, on the third day, the snuffed out Wick reignited
into a glorious Light Who has been burning for nearly 2000 years.

fromthepulpit

The 120 who remained as the Mount of Olives assembly had heard this
same message three years prior. Jesus was living in the region of Capernaum
bordering the Sea of Galilee. He had found a natural amphitheater nestled in one
of Galilee’s hills and His disciples had come up the not-quite-mountain with Him.
As people began to file in and sit down behind the twelve, Jesus preached the
greatest sermon ever offered. In that Sermon On the Mount, Jesus said, “You are
the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light
a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all who
are in the house. Let you light shine before men in such a way that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16
NASB) From the prophets to the Prophet, God’s fledgling Church knew it was
God’s children personal responsibility to share the light of God’s Good News with
the world. As each son and daughter shared hope and led the many to
righteousness, each knew the reward would be, “To shine brightly like the stars
forever and ever.” (Daniel 12:3 NASB)

We are neither the Old Testament prophets, nor are we the first century
Church. Still, we have before us an equal calling to be those who are to reflect a
great light to those living in darkness. In order to become a person of light, there
is a spiritual rhythm each must enter through the Door made available, Who is the
One called Christ.

6



With an illumined heart and mind, the eyes of the soul begin to reflect the Light of Christ. Returning
to the Sermon On the Mount, we once again find Jesus speaking of the responsibility of God’s sons and
daughters to be light. The Messiah says, “The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your
whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the
light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!” (Matthew 6:22, 23 NASB) So, it is the
responsibility of the son and daughter of the Living God to reflect the Light of the World from the quickened
heart and the transformed/transforming mind.

It is a dark world; and, those living in darkness are in need of the great Light. Are you living in
darkness, or have you seen the great Light? If your eyes are darkened without hope, then come to the hope
of Christ’s light. If you’ve seen the great Light, then call the world to see the hope of the light alive in your
soul.

Second, to become a
person of Light, each mind must
be illuminated. On the day
Jesus is resurrected from the
dead, a handful of fellas are
traveling from Jerusalem to
Emmaus. Along the way, the
encounter Jesus, Whom none
recognizes.

First, each must experience cleansing of the heart. Jesus says, “This is the judgment, that the Light
has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. For
everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be
exposed. But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having
been wrought in God.” (John 3:19-21) Before light can be shed, a cleansing of the heart must occur.
Through acknowledgment of greater identification with dust than the Breath of Life, the individual undergoes
the spiritual washing of repentance that Jesus is requires for every son and daughter of the Living God who
desires to have a part with Him.

The Scriptures teach that the men were,
“Prevented from recognizing [Jesus].”
(Luke 24:16 NASB) In this passage,

failure to recognize Jesus is not the issue
at hand. The issue at hand is the

illumination of Himself, Jesus provides to
those whose hearts are burins within

them. When a heart has been spiritually
quickened, that heart burns, so to speak,
with the illuminating fires of God. Still, a

burning heart must birth into a
transformed mind that has been, and

continues to be, illumined.

fromthepulpit
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PRE-ORDER TODAY

January 8

Find out more:
www.PastorKevinCain.com



In Philippians 3:10, the apostle Paul writes,
“I want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so,
somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the
dead.” (NIV, 2003 version.) Note the symmetry of
this verse – the power of his resurrection is counter-
poised with sharing in his sufferings such that Paul
would become like Christ in his death. Both are
treated as essential to Paul’s goal of being
resurrected from death, where such resurrection is
the equivalent to eternal life in fellowship with the
great Triune God.

However, what I am about to write must
never be understood as a sufficient explanation of
God’s purpose. This is sacred ground, and,
figuratively, I am on my knees as these thoughts
come to mind. It would be hubris indeed if I
believed that not only did I understood the heart of
the great and infinite Triune God, whom I call Lord,
but that I also could convey with precise accuracy
the intent of His heart. Nonetheless, this is how I
understand Paul’s desire to know Christ in the
power of His resurrection and to share in the
fellowship of His suffering: first, the Earth is the
graveyard for all life; second, to appreciate the
desolate melancholy of this statement one must first
understand that God had designed our planet to be
life’s birthing room and nursery.

Now, as Father, when He visits the nursery
and walks through the hope of His plans, He does
not find joy, He does not find peace, nor
contentment, nor satisfaction, nor welcome. He
does not hear laughter or the excitement of life.
Instead, He finds empty shell casings and broken,
twisted bodies in the throes of death where pain and
regret are the only songs sung. He stands on
ground made fertile by death’s extravagance,
irrigated by billions of gallons of blood because man
decided a nursery was insufficient for the growth of
his ego and the reach of his appetite.

It is here that God stoops to gather a handful
of dirt and allows it to fall from His hand knowing that
it contains the decayed memories of life once lived
instead of life now blossoming. It is here that He
suffers the pain of loss. It is here that He mourns
the brokenness of man’s rebellion – this is the
suffering of God, and it is here where we meet with
Him to join the fellowship of His suffering. It is here
in the midst of this barren and wretched landscape
that the tears of God fall to the ground. It is here that
His compassion tills the moist soil, and from the red-
soaked ground hope is born.

Philippians
by Jim Yohn
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In my experience it is not the loss of Eden
that moves His compassion, it is, instead, the
myriad daily consequences that our choice of
death, rather than obedience, creates and
splatters about the soil of our souls. It is here that
He tills this soil in an attempt to induce life from our
daily dying and decay. When His compassion tills
this soil, often those consequences, like broken
bones, are mended. It is His compassion that
adds the life and awareness necessary for us to
see clearly the distance between what we should
have been and what we are. And in this clarity, the
possibility of His compassion helping us bridge
that distance creates a morning joy where the
twilight of sorrow once ruled supreme. His
compassion becomes our compassion as we seek
to diminish the suffering of those around us and to
imbue them with this joy. It is here and now that
we join the fellowship of sharing in the Son of
God’s sufferings.

Again, Philippians 3:10, “I want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the
fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming
like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to
the resurrection from the dead.” Notice the
mathematical progression of Paul’s thought: to
know Christ = knowing the power of His
resurrection + the fellowship of sharing in His
sufferings + that which enables us to become like
Him in His death = to attain the resurrection from
the dead. Adding Christ or church to your
schedule, or your agenda, is a far cry from the
intimacy Paul believes necessary for resurrection
from the dead.

fromthedesk

3:10
What do I mean by “His compassion tills the

soil”? If, like Paul, you wish to join “the fellowship of
sharing” in Christ’s sufferings, it is important to define
what “the fellowship of sharing” means and what
Christ’s “sufferings” mean. “Fellowship” contains a
variety of concepts: companionship, camaraderie,
friendship, mutuality, cooperation, solidarity,
brotherhood. Therefore, fellowship means that we
join the Son of God on His journey, as part of His
mission, as cooperative friends and brothers, solid in
our commitment to Him and His priorities, enjoying
our mutual laughter, prepared to endure what may
come, prepared to stay until the end in order to
complete His mission, which has become our
mission.

To develop the compassion necessary to “till
the soil,” we must “share” in His sufferings. The
concept of sharing contains a variety of concepts. As
a noun, “share” can be a part, a portion, or a segment
of a whole. As a verb, “share” can mean to distribute,
allocate, allot, or apportion. Also as a verb, to share
can mean to communicate, reveal, or disclose. When
we accept His gift of salvation we are allocated a part
(the imago dei) of God’s heart. When we commune
with God the part of God’s heart dwelling within us
communicates with God’s heart (deep calling to
deep) and in that communication God reveals what
moves His compassion.
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What is the power of His resurrection? Interestingly, it is the compassion by which God introduces
us to His power. We, dead and ignorant of our death, stumbling our way through a pantomime of life, feel
the benevolent hand of God sifting the dirt of our grave, reshaping it from a tomb into a door. As He sifts we
remember the beauty of what it meant to be a son or daughter, rather than a king or queen. In this memory
we find rejuvenation, the possibility of beginning again. We find forgiveness for the betrayal that we have
forgotten. In this rejuvenation, this forgiveness, we stand on the shoreline of the power of His resurrection.

What is the power of His resurrection? It is the power of the Son of God. We do not avoid death; we
become like Him in our death – a child going home, no longer a mutineer content with the painful flames of
insurrection’s betrayal. What is the power of His resurrection – it is the message of the greeting Merry
Christmas. It is the knowledge that home awaits. See you there!

What is the power of His resurrection? Note here the relationship between power and resurrection.
Power precedes resurrection. This grammatical juxtaposition of power and resurrection can be understood
from three perspectives: (i) resurrection’s power; (ii) Christ’s power; or (iii) a combination of both where
resurrection’s power flows from the person of Christ. It is the third perspective that interests me. From this
perspective I conclude that the resurrection itself holds power that continues to affect the death spiral of
human life – a divine halt to the conclusive rule of death. I also conclude that His resurrection depends
wholly and exclusively on Christ’s unique embodiment of God and man so that death, though real, is no
longer permanent.

Therefore, I believe it is reasonable to conclude that the goal of a Christian life is not resurrection
from the dead but a life lived in gratitude for a Father’s love, a life lived worthy of the accolade “Well done
my good and faithful servant!” Resurrection is a by-product of coming home, of returning to the Father. The
“power of his resurrection” is to begin now to enjoy life with the Father we betrayed, and where that
enjoyment endures, it will be enjoyed forever, dancing with our Father and our Brother to the music of Their
Spirit’s smile.

fromthedesk

............
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The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming.” Most
of us know Advent as a season that focuses on expectation and think that it serves as an
anticipation of Christ’s birth in the season leading up to Christmas. Advent is more than a
wreath and a couple different candles that we light. It is a celebration of Christ’s birth and
our eagerness for His second coming. “He must increase and I must decrease.”

Our culture has taught us to look for the next big thing coming. We are to use
Christmas as an opportunity to give but also receive. It is nice when there is more money
than month, but we have moved beyond desperation and need to the means of pleasure.
Cascading from young men who desired to fight for our country to men who are asking more
of their country. I’m a part of a generation that awaits the next big technology buzz and has
substituted discipline for entitlement. In today’s reality, there is no longer a desire for help
unless it is what we want. Have we distanced ourselves from the truth and leaned solely on
grace? Give us the comfort of air conditioning and peace without suffering.

by Daniel Strosnider

fromthecorner
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Recently I was in Ohio hunting and I saw a little
buck and I didn’t appreciate his existence. I was more
concerned about the next big deer and that big deer never
came. In the midst of absence of life within the woods, Life
spoke. A strong wind blew and the few remaining leaves
on a nearby maple tree descended towards the ground
and there the Lord spoke to me. That one leaf will never
cling to that tree again, and on its journey towards the
ground, it would look as though that leaf was taking its last
breaths before coming one with the ground. That is the
beauty of living this life for Christ, our bodies may be
traveling towards the ground, but our souls will never stop
breathing. When my flesh returns to dust just as the leaf
finds its rest within the dirt of the earth, our lives never
stop breathing. We are never disappointed in this life
when we stop anticipating the next big thing and start
living in that reality of God’s presence. He is the one that
said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” If all we are
is dust, then God is the only one who can add value to our
lives. Don’t miss God during this Advent season when we
can celebrate His coming every day. God you are big
enough.

Mary didn’t shy away from the pain, but gritted though the birthing pains and mourned during the
death of her son. Jesus Christ the Messiah was a greater reality than the pain that once was in existence in
Mary’s life. It is not that the pains of life don’t leave scars, but it is by His stripes that we are healed. He isn’t
the big thing that covers things up, but He is the band aid that never comes off. He is the covering and the
One that takes away our pain. Here is your hope don’t go through Christmas and wait for the next big thing.
Invite Jesus in; He is more than enough.

I must increase in order to increase. False authenticity breeds mediocre expectations, and when we
try to add mortar to a foundation of sand, there is no place we can comfortably stand. There was a time when
a bicycle was more than enough, and when you didn’t have a bicycle, you entertained yourself outside. We
have filled our pain and the usual difficulties of life with clutter to numb or ignore the pain. The bicycle filled
my boredom, but now there is something for every waking discomfort. We cover the discomfort until the next
big thing comes along and allows us to forget. The mishaps and short comings have not gone anyway; we
have just packed them so deep down in our lives that we can only focus on what is current and recent. We
need more storage to hold onto things that haven’t been given up to God.

This Advent let us not anticipate the next big thing. There is always something big that we give
ourselves to. The next big movie, the next big game, the next big church event, the next big promotion; it is
the next big way to fill the want or need in our lives. When we take this approach to life, are we saying to
God, He is not big enough? This Christmas as we journey though Advent with the hope of Christ that was,
is, and is to come, let us make Him the biggest thing in our marriage, our house, and our church. God, my
prayer is that we wouldn’t need a sign or a wonder from you. We would break out of the cultural norm and
declare that you are all we need this Christmas. God, may we be a people that don’t constantly need
reassured that you are who you say you are. We can look at our entire life and see how faithful and near
you have always been. There will always be change, but you remain the same God.

fromthecorner
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June 24 - 28 | Lynchburg, VA

LIBERTY
U N I V E R S I T Y

Reg. Cost $329

$149
Early Bird Cost Deposit Deadline

Jan. 27
$49

Guarantees Spot at Camp
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